fast approaching. Before Dick's death, he had planned on writing a major technical article for Psychometrika on his current views at this golden anniversary. The Snow project had intervened, and it looked as if this alpha article wasn't going to get done.
In the end, all three events probably contributed to his demeanor at our meeting at the Center in June 2001. It would be 2 months later that I would learn the major reason for his appearance: Lee had decided in February of that year not to take medication to retard his congestive heart failure; he died on October 3, 2001.
Fortunately, being in my usual state of ignorance in June and knowing how excited Lee could get at the thought of a new project, I didn't hesitate to give unsolicited advice based on my then current "diagnosis." I asked Lee to reconsider doing an article to celebrate the 50th anniversary of coefficient alpha. I tried to persuade him that the world didn't need another esoteric technical article when what was important were his nontechnical ideas about alpha now. I went on to say, in response to his demure due to poor eyesight, that he could dictate his thoughts and we could have them transcribed.
I believe the idea of a new project lifted his spirits. As I drove him home, he allowed as how he'd give the new project some thought, but that I shouldn't be too optimistic. A day or two later, he called. He was excited, spirits lifted: he'd do the project . . . if I would agree to help edit the manuscript. We had a deal, and the result is before your eyes in the article that follows this preface.
Just before he died, we were together in his apartment. Lee, lying in his bed, looked at me, smiled that Cronbach smile, and said something like, "Turn about is fair play." He was referring to my encouraging him to take up the book for Dick Snow. Now it was my turn to put together his monograph. He smiled again and said, "I thank you and my ghost thanks you." He died eight hours later.
What we have in "My Current Thoughts" is vintage Cronbach. I followed his admonition not to edit the article heavily but to make sure the ideas flowed and especially that there were no technical gaffes. He was right once again about editing. When I read the article now, I hear Lee speaking and I can see him speaking to me. In the end, his dictating not only preserved his "current" ideas about alpha 50 years after its publication-it also preserved the way he reasoned and talked about his ideas. I hope you enjoy reading the piece as much as I have enjoyed editing it.
-Richard J. Shavelson Stanford University January 9, 2004 
